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Sudan1 

 

 Life in Sudan since 1956 has largely been defined by consecutive civil wars 

between Muslim Northern Sudan and mostly non-Muslim, non- Arab 

south Sudan. In 2011, South Sudan officially gained autonomy and 

independence. Northern Sudan is run under sharia (Islamic Law).2 

 Although officially considered to be Democratic Republic of Sudan, 

effectively the president Umar Hassan Ahmad al-BASHIR holds almost all 

the legislative, executive, and military decisions.3 

 Freedom of speech, association and assembly are all restricted in Sudan. 

Sudan is considered one of the world’s most corrupt states in the world4 

Women’s Rights 

 

 The interim constitution declares the equality of men and women and the 

state as the guarantor of these rights.5 However, glitches in the 

constitution and widespread cultural customs allow for many abuses. 

Moreover, after succession of South Sudan in 2011, President Bashir has 

stated that a new constitution will be proposed based off of sharia law.6 

                                                        
1 Note this refers almost entirely on North Sudan unless otherwise stated.  
2 “World Factbook: Sudan” CIA February 5th, 2013 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-

world-factbook/geos/su.html 
3 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan ;“World Factbook: 

Sudan” CIA February 5th, 2013 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-

factbook/geos/su.html 
4 “Sudan”, Freedom House, 2010 http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-

world/2010/sudan; “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan 
5 Article 15 and 32 in “The interim National Constiution of the Republic of Sudan- 2005” 

available here 

http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---

ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127601.pdf  
6 “Bashir says Sudan will adopt Islamic constitution” Reuters, October 13th, 2011 (assessed  

http://www.reuters.com/article/2011/10/13/ozatp-sudan-constitution-

idAFJOE79C00F20111013 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/su.html
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2010/sudan
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2010/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127601.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127601.pdf
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 Women have the right to vote and can run for parliament. However women 

that are in the public sphere often subject to harassment and abuse.7 

 In rural areas less than a third of women have access to education8 

 Inheritance rights for a women is half that of a man9 

  Women must always defer to their husbands or male guardians in 

administering their assets.  

 A custom has involved mainly in rural areas that family members, such as 

brothers or children, commonly sell the family land and property without 

the woman’s consent or even without informing her of the action.10 

 Women are restricted from work from 11-5pm unless they belong 

administrative, professional, technical work or health service11 

 Husbands can restrict their wives from work outside the home12 

 Women are not allowed to travel without permission of their husbands or 

male guardian though this is not strictly enforced13 

 

                                                        
7 “Sudan”, Freedom House, 2010 http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-

world/2010/sudan; “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan 
8 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan 
9 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan; “Sudan”, Gender and 

Land Rights,  http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23  
10 “Sudan”, Gender and Land Rights,  

http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23;  . 

De Wit, P.. 2004. Land and Property Study in Sudan. Interim Report: Scoping of Issues and 

Questions to Be Addressed. Norwegian Refugee Council, UNHCR & FAO  
11 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan 
12 “Sudan”, Gender and Land Rights,  

http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23;  . Tønnessen, L.. 

“Gendered Citizenship in Sudan: Competing Perceptions of Women’s Civil Rights within the 

Family Laws among Northern and Southern Elites in Khartoum” ,CHR. Michelsen Institute (CMI), 

2007  

http://www.cmi.no/sudan/doc/?id=975  
13 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan; “ Section 6: 

Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons” in Country Reports on Human Rights 

Practices for 2011: Sudan” Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- United States State 

Department,  

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2010/sudan
http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2010/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23
http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/report/en/#bib_country_id=23
http://www.cmi.no/sudan/doc/?id=975
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper
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Abuses 

 

 The legal age of marriage is when a woman reaches puberty.14  

 Polygamy is legal. 15 

 A woman must obtain permission from the court to divorce whereas a 

man may unilaterally divorce by saying “I divorce you” without permission 

from the court.16 

 Young children remain in custody of mother in case of divorce, but once a 

son has turned 7 and a daughter  custody reverts to the father. The courts 

can sometimes decide according to what they consider the child’s best 

interest17 

 Marital rape is not recognized in Sudan 

 There are no laws protecting women from domestic violence or sexual 

harassment 

 Rape laws are not adequate to protect women. The women must prove 

that she did not consent> She otherwise will be prosecuted for zina- sex 

outside of marriage.  Furthermore, male testimony is often accepted over 

                                                        
14 Tønnessen, L. and Roald, A. ‘CMI Report: Discrimination in the Name of Religious Freedom: 

The Rights of Women and Non-Muslims after the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan’, 

pp. 22  available at http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-

religious-freedom.pdf 
15 Tønnessen, L. and Roald, A. ‘CMI Report: Discrimination in the Name of Religious Freedom: 

The Rights of Women and Non-Muslims after the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan’, 

pp. 22  available at http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-

religious-freedom.pdf  
16 Ibid. 
17  “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan; Tønnessen, L. and 

Roald, A. ‘CMI Report: Discrimination in the Name of Religious Freedom: The Rights of Women 

and Non-Muslims after the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in Sudan’, pp. 23 available at 

http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-

freedom.pdf  (accessed 16 October 2010) 

http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
http://www.cmi.no/publications/file/2704-discrimination-in-the-name-of-religious-freedom.pdf
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female testimony and sometimes the act needs to have been witnessed by 

many men for adequate proof of rape.18 

 Under customary law,  sometimes the victim marries the rapist with family 

consent19 

 Female Genital Mutilation is widespread with 89% of Sudanese women 

having undergone the procedure.  45% of women in Sudan when asked 

support the practice20 

 Women are often harassed by public order police if they are dressed in an 

“inappropriate way”21 

 Rape and abuse of women has been used as a weapon of war in Sudan 

both by state and non-state actors. 22 

 

Women’s Rights Groups 

 

 Sudanese WHRD’s (Women’s Human Rights Defender’s) Project 

http://sudanwhrds.wordpress.com/  

 Gender Center for Research and Training 

                                                        
18“ Section 6: Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons” in Country Reports on 

Human Rights Practices for 2011: Sudan” Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- United 

States State Department,  

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper; “Gender Equality in Sudan”, 

SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan  
19 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan  
20 “Sudan- Statistics”, UNICEF  http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/sudan_statistics.html; 

“Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan; 
21 “ Section 6: Discrimination, Societal Abuses, and Trafficking in Persons” in Country Reports on 

Human Rights Practices for 2011: Sudan” Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- United 

States State Department,  

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper; “Gender Equality in Sudan”, 

SIGI, http://genderindex.org/country/sudan; 'Whip me if you dare' says Lubna Hussein, Sudan's 

defiant trouser woman. Telegraph, August 1st, 2009 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/sudan/5956721/Whip-me-

if-you-dare-says-Lubna-Hussein-Sudans-defiant-trouser-woman.html 
22 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI 

 http://genderindex.org/country/sudan  

http://sudanwhrds.wordpress.com/
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/sudan_statistics.html
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
http://genderindex.org/country/sudan
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http://gcrt-sd.org/  

 Zenab for Women in Development 

http://www.zenab.org/ 

 Sudanese Women Empowerment for Peace (SuWEP) 

http://www.suwepmovement.org/   

 

Reports 

 

 “Gender Equality in Sudan”, SIGI 

 http://genderindex.org/country/sudan 

 “Sudan”, Freedom House, 2010  

http://www.freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2010/sudan 

 “Country Reports on Human Rights Practices for 2011: Sudan”  Bureau of 

Democracy, Human Rights and Labor- United States State Department,  

http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/hrrpt/humanrightsreport/#wrapper  
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